
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Monday, 1 
April 2019 at 10.30 am at Lillyhall, Workington 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 
  
 

Mr A Bowness 
Mr HGG Graham 
Mrs RC Hanson 
Mr A Kennon 
 

Mr J Lister 
Mr T Lywood 
Mr AJ Markley (Vice-Chair) 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr D Bell - Project Manager, Highways 
Miss L McClellan - Traffic Management Officer 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Officer 
Miss A Sykes - Highways Network Manager 
 
 
163 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received for Mrs C McCarron-Holmes, Mr A Barry and Mr J Holliday.  
 
164 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RECOMMENDED, that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 1 February 

2019 be agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by 
the Chair. 

 
 
165 A595 PETER LANE TO THURSBY ROUNDABOUT - EXISTING NATIONAL 

SPEED LIMIT: PROPOSAL TO REDUCE TO 50 MPH SPEED LIMIT 
 
Members heard a presentation from the Local Member for Dalston and Burgh-by-
Sands on his concerns regarding the number of accidents that had occurred in 
areas between Peter Lane and Thursby Roundabout. This item had previously been 
brought to Allerdale Local Committee on the 6 November 2018 (Minute 43). The 
Allerdale Highways Working Group were asked to reconsider their recommendation 
to Local Committee not to proceed with the statutory advertisement and consultation 
of the proposed reduction of the speed limit to 50 mph between Nealhouse and 
Thursby Roundabout.  
 
The Local Member for Dalston and Burgh–by-Sands took members through the AECOM 

report that showed that in a survey, of 34 respondents, 28 were very concerned and 8 

fairly concerned. With 13 concerned at the number of deaths and 11 concerned about 



the speed of traffic. It was explained that the change in the dynamics of the Newby West 

roundabout which  is now set  to be the primary connection between to the £112M  

southern link to Junction 42 of the M6, had made some residents the situation would 

become worse.  

Members were reminded of the summary from the original report  “However, based on 

the average speed data consideration should be given to reduce the speed limit to 

50mph subject to a further review of the speeds ”. 

 
The Local Member for Dalston and Burgh-by-Sands explained that the option 
presented in the AECOM report applied to the whole length  between Thursby and 
Newby West roundabouts. However, the specific concern of the Local Member 
regarded areas between Barras Brow junction and Newby West roundabout a 
predominantly resident and business access point. The points of concern cited 
along that stretch included, John’s Plaice and the reopened service station opposite 
Barras Brow junction.  At these points there had been a greater level of incidents, 
many believed to have gone unrecorded.  
 
The Local Member for Dalston and Burgh-by-Sands then asked the Allerdale 
Highways Working Group to review their earlier recommendation and  support the 
residents in the Carlisle section  with backing for a 50mph limit as well as 
improvements in signage and road marking. He assured Members that the impact 
on the Allerdale section of highway would be minimal.  
 
Members asked the Local Member for clarification on whether this was an amended 
plan which would only see the implementation of a speed limit in the Carlisle area. 
The Highways Team Leader answered that there was no reason why the proposed 
plan couldn’t be limited to just the Barras Brow area. When asked what the benefits 
of the initial proposed reduction were, the officer answered that the 50 mph section 
would make the network more consistent with the roads that connect to it and with 
the pre-existing speed limiting sections.  
 
Members raised concerns regarding the effectiveness of speed limits  and 
questioned how the limit would be policed. The Local Member explained to the 
Working Group that through working closely with parish councils a reasonable 
compromise could be reached and added that a Speed Indication Device could be 
the answer.  
 
It was AGREED that,  the item be brought to the next meeting of the Allerdale 

Highways Working Group accompanied by a report 
which lays out the Groups options for recommendation.  

 
 
166 PERMITTING SCHEME FOR ROAD AND STREET NETWORKS 
 
The Highways Network Manager took members through a presentation which 
described the county wide implementation of a Permitting Scheme which would aim 
to improve the authorities’ ability to minimise disruption from road and street works 
activities.  



 
The presentation outlined the following key areas:-  
 

 Why introduce a Permit Scheme? 

 What are the objectives? 

 Key Document – The Permitting Scheme Document  

 Key Document – Executive Summary  

 Key Document – Fee’s and discount document  

 What has been completed? 

 What is happening now? 

 Internal Considerations 

 What is happening next? 
 
It was added that with the introduction of the scheme those applying to carry out 
road and street works would need to give adequate notice and supply a deadline 
date and that these dates could be challenged if they appeared unrealistic. This 
would allow for better management of street works, would better equip Cumbria to 
publicise roadworks in advance and bring the authority in line with other local 
authorities.   
 
Members recounted some recent incidents where the public were not made 
adequately aware of road works and asked whether this would improve with the 
introduction of the new scheme. Officers assured members that it will improve 
accuracy of the information received by the public. 
 
Members were informed that the scheme would commence from April 2019, the 
Chair then thanked The Highways Network Manager for her informative 
presentation.  
 
 
167 HIGHWAYS CONDITION AND INSPECTION TEAM 
 
Members heard a presentation from the Highways Network Manager on changes to 
the makeup of the Highways Condition and Inspection Teams. 
 
The presentation highlighted the following: -  
 

 Reasons for change 

 Current Position 

 Changes 

 Other changes to comply with Well Managed Highway Infrastructure Code of 
Practice 

 Impact of the proposed changes  

 Benefits 

 Timeline for Implementation 
 
The implementation of the new strategy will provide consistency in inspection 
standards across the county by creating a dedicated team of inspectors and a 



dedicated team of repair workers and would result in a greater capacity to deal with 
the work load.  
 
There was a detailed discussion regarding the methods for inspecting the roads and 
for reporting areas which need repairing.  
 
The chair thanked the Highways Network Manager for the update.  
 
 
168 ROAD CLOSURE PROCESS 
 
Members heard a verbal update on the road closure process from the Traffic 
Management Officer. She described the forms of notice required before a road was 
closed and confirmed that planned closures are advertised four weeks in advance of 
the closure. A discussion followed regarding the accelerated works program which 
had been granted by the Department of Transport on the condition that the funding 
be applied before the end of the tax year. Officers explained that due to the urgency 
of these works the area had seen a large number of road closures over recent 
months.  
 
Some concerns had been raised from Members regarding public awareness of road 
closures and diversion routes. The officer wished to address this by restating to 
broadcasters the importance of publicising information on both major and minor 
roads.  
 
The Traffic Management Officer highlighted to Members the complexities behind 
allowing access to closed roads and the implications for the health and safety of the 
work force. It was explained to Members that a lot had been trialled and learned 
from recent road closures.  
   
 
169 B5300 DUBMILL UPDATE 
 
The Highway Network Manager provided an update to members on the road closure 
at Dubmill Point and the works due to be carried out there to protect the road from 
further coastal erosion.  
 
Members were shown a timeline of events detailing the scheme. The Network 
Manager explained that MMO consent and Natural England consent had been 
received for the scheme and the Council were just waiting for a European Protected 
Species (EPS) licence which was expected shortly  
 
Members discussed the schedule that the works would follow and the Network 
Manager confirmed that works could begin as soon as the EPS license is granted. 
Once granted extended working hours would be done when tides and weather 
conditions allowed  
 
 
 
170 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 



 
The next meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group will be held on Tuesday 
11 June 10:30am at Lillyhall Highways Depot, Workington.  
 
 

The meeting ended at 13:00pm. 
 


